
brightfuturesmc.org

BRIGHT FUTURES NEWS
2026 February Newsletter

From January 12-15, Bright Futures
joined partners in New Orleans for
the inaugural Advancing
Opportunities for Adolescents (AOA)
Peer Learning Community, hosted
by The Wallace Foundation. The
gathering brought together seven-
cross sector partnerships across the
country selected for the AOA cohort,
creating a space to build
relationships among the community
teams, technical assistance
partners, and Wallace – along with
time to enjoy local jazz and art by
New Orleans young artists. 

We were proud to be joined by
Jackie Cruz, Executive Director at
Hartnell College Foundation; District
3 Supervisor Chris Lopez; Elsa
Mendoza Jimenez, Director of
Health Services for Monterey
County; Yvette Padilla, Family and
Community Engagement
Coordinator for North Monterey
County Unified School District;
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and Joseph Dyles, School
Resource Officer at Greenfield
High School. Together, our
delegation engaged in sessions
introducing the initiative’s six core
youth development principles
and exploring practical
approaches for planning and
strengthening local out-of-school-
time (OST) systems.

One session focused on
collaborative strategies for
building inclusive youth
development ecosystems,
highlighting how communities
can identify local assets, use
opportunity landscaping, and
better support middle school and
early high school youth who are
furthest from opportunity. Another
session emphasized the
importance of a shared vision
and clear communication, with
practical guidance on how
communities can talk about their
work locally and beyond, followed 

by a Q&A with experienced OST
leaders from prior Wallace
Foundation initiatives.

The convening marked an
important starting point for the
AOA initiative, reinforcing the
value of collaboration, shared
language, and strategic
alignment as we begin this work.




