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ENTERING THE NEW YEAR WITH A NEW PLAN!
Bright Futures Monterey County is excited to share encouraging progress
across our seven cradle-to-career community goals. As a county, we have seen
improvements across many key indicators, with postsecondary enrollment
showing the largest gain, increasing from 66% to 72%. These advances reflect
the collective efforts of schools, districts, community organizations, families, and
young people working together to close equity gaps and expand opportunity.
We are deeply grateful to our partners for their leadership and collaboration in
developing our new five-year strategic plan, which will help sustain this
momentum and guide our shared work moving forward.

With over 10 years of experience in the
nonprofit sector managing multimillion-dollar
programs, Selene is excited to join the Bright
Futures team. Previously, she worked with
international organizations leading education
initiatives and leveraging implementation data,
research evidence, and cross-cultural
collaboration to expand access to quality
education and economic opportunity for
underserved communities across Latin
America and francophone Africa. Selene is
motivated to bring these skills closer to home
here in Monterey County in the next chapter of
her career. As a first-generation college
graduate, she is deeply committed to
supporting youth and advancing systems-level
change so that students furthest from
opportunity have the access, resources, and
equitable pathways they need to thrive
academically and professionally.
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DON’T MISS THIS
AWESOME EVENT! 

To build on this momentum, we invite you to join us at our Bright
Spot Celebration and Strategic Plan Reveal on February 6,
2026, from 2:00-4:00 PM at 1 Main Street in Salinas. At this
event, we will unveil Bright Futures’ new five-year strategic plan,
celebrate community bright spots making measurable impact,
and share how we will move forward together. Space is limited,
so please RSVP soon. Sponsorship opportunities are also
available. We look forward to a year ahead filled with continued
progress, shared accountability, student success, and stronger
pathways to economic mobility for all Monterey County youth.
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